STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Deport  of  the 

rieclical  Officer  of  Health 

/ 

rOU  THE  YE3R  1903. 

Presented  to  Council  Meeting  held  4th  May,  1904. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Stourport  Urban  Sanitary  District  comprises 
the  parishes  of  Upper  Mitton  and  Lower  Mitton,  Upper  Mit- 
ton  having  been  added  in  1897.  Previous  to  1897  Upper 
Mitton  was  part  of  the  Droitwich  Rurul  Sanitary  District. 

The  area  of  Lower  Mitton  in  829  acres  ;  of  Upper  Mitton 
336  acres--a  total  area  of  1165  acres. 

The  district  overlies  the  new  red  sandstone,  the  subsoil 
being  very  porous,  sand  and  gravel. 

It  is  bounded  by  the  Droitwich,  Martley  and  Kidder¬ 
minster  Rural  Sanitary  Districts,  the  River  Severn  separating 
it  from  the  Martley  District,  the  River  Stour  from  the  Droit¬ 
wich  District. 

From  Newtown  and  Burlish  there  is  a  gradual  decent  to 
the  Rivers  Severn  and  Stour,  the  land  adjacent  to  the  rivers 
being  liable  to  floods.  That  part  of  the  district  known  as 
Baldwin  Road,  Mill  Road,  and  Summerfield  Road,  has  water 
within  3  or  4  feet  of  the  surface  for  most  of  the  year,  and  cer¬ 
tain  cellars  in  Summerfield  Road  often  have  subsoil  water  in 
them. 

Lower  Mitton  includes  the  old  town  of  Stourport,  its  shops 
and  factories,  and  764^  acres  of  farm  land. 

Upper  Mitton  includes  the  old  hamlet  of  Upper  Mitton, 
and  Newtown,  which  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  artisan 
dwellings  erected  within  the  last  30  years. 
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Lower  Mitton  is  in  the  Kidderminster  Union  and  Regis¬ 
tration  District.  Upper  Mitton  remains  as  before  1897  in  the 
Droitwich  Union  and  Registration  District.  The  Registrar 
lives  at  Ombersly,  6  miles  away,  and  attends  in  the  district 
only  once  a  week.  It  would  be  more  convenient  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  if  the  parish  were  transfered  to  the  Kidderminster 
Union,  but  the  transfer  is  strongly  opposed  by  the  ratepayers, 
chiefly  landlords,  because  the  rates  of  the  Kidderminster,  are 
higher  than  those  of  the  Droitwich,  Union. 

Local  industries  include  an  Iron  Foundry,  Carpet  Factory, 
Tin  Stamping  Works,  and  a  Vinegar  Brewery,  also  Makings. 
The  water  traffic  is  considerable,  as  the  Staffordshire  and 
Worcestershire  Canal  here  joins  the  Severn,  and  .  gives 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  persons.  There  are  1,026 
acres  of  farm  land.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1,015. 
The  average  wage  is  fairly  high,  and  there  is  remarkably  little 
poverty  in  the  district. 

The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  4,486. 

Births, — One  hundred  and  twenty-one — ^57  male,  64  female 
— were  registered ;  the  birth  rate  is  therefore  26.9.  The  aver¬ 
age  rates  for  the  previous  3  years  are — Stourport  24.3  ;  Wor¬ 
cestershire  28.5  ;  England  and  Wales  28.6  ;  so  that  the  rate 
this  year,  though  above  the  average  for  the  district,  is  nothigh. 

Deaths. — Forty-four-  24  male,  20  female— were  registered. 
Two  occurred  among  non-residents  ;  13  occurred  outside  the 
district  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district,  in  institutions  such 
as  Kidderminster  Workhouse,  Infirmary,  and  Fever  Hospital, 
Powick  Asylum,  and  the  Birmingham  hospitals.  The  net 
death  rate  is  therefore  12-2.  The  average  rates  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  years  are — Stourport  14;  Worcestershire  14.9  ;  England 
and  Wales  17.1,  so  that  the  death  rate  is  comparatively  low. 
The  average  death  rates  for  the  year  throughout  England  and 
Wales  are  low.  The  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  deaths  may  be 
seen  on  table  IV, 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate. — One  death  was  due  to  Whooping 
Cough,  I  to  Diphtheria,  i  to  Scarlet  Fever,  and  i  to  Diarrhoea 
The  rate  is  therefore  .89. 

hifa7it  Mortality. — Eight  deaths  occurred  among  children 
less  than  a  year  old.  The  rate  is  therefore  66.  This  is  the 
lowest  on  record,  and  is  doubtless  due  to  the  very  wet  summer 
and  comparatively  low  average  temperature.  The  average  • 
rates  for  the  previous  3  years  are — Stourport  123;  Worces¬ 
tershire  127  ;  England  and  Wales  146. 

Tuberculosis. — One  death  was  due  to  consumption,  and  3 
to  other  tuberculous  diseases.  The  rates  are  therefore  .2  and 
.8  respectively. 

By  order  of  the  Council  cards  of  directions  for  consump¬ 
tive  patients  have  been  printed  and  distributed  to  the  medical 
men  of  the  district  for  redistribution  to  infected  persons. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Worcestershire  Sanitorium 
for  the  open  air  treatment  of  Consumption  states  that  the 
results  of  treatment  in  early  cases  have  been  satisfactory,  but 
in  advanced  cases  discouraging.  Unfortunately,  for  lack  of 
funds,  the  number  of  beds  is  very  limited,  and  many  cases  have 
to  wait  so  long  for  admission,  that  a  hopeful  outlook  has  in  the 
meantime  become  hopeless  or  comparatively  so.  If  the  Coun¬ 
cil  could  co-operate  with  the  Friendly  Societies  of  the  district, 
and  the  Guardians,  in  maintaining  a  bed  or  two,  there  would, 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  be  no  lack  of  patients. 

So  long  as  there  are  so  many  back  to  back  houses  in  the 
district,  and  the  sanitary  condition  is  so  unsatisfactory,  so  long 
must  we  expect  a  high  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis. 

Cancer. — Seven  deaths  were  due  to  this  terrible  disease. 

Diphtheria. — Two  cases  were  notified ;  one  died.  The 
Council  have  decided  to  pay  for  the  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  of  all  patients  convalescent  from  this  disease  before  releas¬ 
ing  them  from  isolation.  Sterile  swabs  are  kept  at  the  office 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  may  be  obtained  on  application. 
The  charged  swab  must  be  returned  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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who  will  forward  it  to  the  County  Council  Laboratory.  The 
result  of  the  exarnination  will  be  notified  to  the  medical  man 
in  attendance  as  soon  as  possible. 

DiarrhcEa.^ — One  case  died  of  this  disease,  which  together 
with  other  diseases  chiefly  due  to  insanitary  surroundings,  was 
less  prevalent  than  usual  this  summer. 

Puefperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified  and  died. 

Scarlet  Fever. — All  through  the  year  this  disease  has  been 
epidemic,  as  it  has  been  also  in  surrounding  districts.  The 
total  number  of  cases  notified  was  io8  ;  89  of  these  were 
treated  in  hospital,  19  at  home.  Of  the  first  70  cases  all  but 
two  were  sent  to  hospital ;  how  far  this  prevented  the  spread 
of  the  disease  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  cases  continued  to 
occur.  Of  the  last  38  cases  only  21  were  sent  to  hospital,  and 
the  spread  of  the  disease  was  not  more  than  before.  For  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year  an  average  number  of  3  cases  a 
month  were  notified  ;  in  July  21  cases  were  notified.  All  but 

2  were  school  children,  some  from  each  department  of  the 
National  Schools.  Consequently  I  advised  the  closure  of  the 
schools.  This  was  followed  by  a  temporary  lull  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cases,  which  rose  again  when  the  schools  were  reopened. 
The  average  number  of  cases  per  month  for  the  last  6  months 
of  the  year  being  15.  In  the  interest  of  the  children's  educa¬ 
tion  it  was  decided  not  to  close  the  schools  again. 

In  2  houses  4  cases  occurred  in  each  house  ;  in  i  house 

3  cases  occurred,  and  in  13  houses  2  cases.  In  8  of  these  the 
interval  of  attack  was  only  a  few  days ;  in  8  an  interval  of 
weeks  or  months,  and  in  3  or  4  of  these  8  I  haVe  reason  to 
believe  they  were  return  cases.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
the  infection  was  due  to  other  causes  still  operating  in  the 
district. 

The  causes  of  the  disease,  so  far  as  1  am  able  to  judge, 
were  : — 

(i). — School  influences.  The  epidemic  has  been  as  a  rule 
exceptionally  mild,  indeed  in  some  cases  it  has  been  very 
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difficult  to  decide  whether  patients  were  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever  or  not,  the  children  were  not  ill  and  the 
symptoms  were  very  slight.  In  these  circumstances,  it  is 
not  unreasonable  to  suspect  that  cases  escaped  notice  and 
returned  to  school  in  an  infective  condition,  and  infected 
others. 

(2) . — Carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  On  one 
occasion  when  I  was  inspecting  an  infected  house  a 
neighbour’s  child  ran  into  the  room  and  clung  to  the  skirts  of 
the  woman  who  had  just  come  downstairs  from  the  sick  room. 

On  another  occasion  I  found  the  patient  downstairs  on 
the  sofa  in  the  living  room,  the  mother  was  out  visiting 
next  door  where  there  was  a  large  family  of  children,  and 
the  mother  of  that  family  had  been  in  to  see  the  sick 
child.  The  children  from  both  houses  had  been  sent  to 
school  as  usual  and  were  in  the  living  room  with  the  patient 
at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

(3) . — Imperfect  Disinfection, — The  occurrence  of  secondary 
cases  in  infected  houses,  later  than  the  incubation  stage  of 
the  disease  after  the  removal  of  the  first  case,  has  caused 
me  to  suspect  that  disinfection  by  sulphur  dioxide  is  not 
reliable  as  regards  bedding. 

(4) . — In  some  cases  patients  have  been  recently  in  the 
Electric  Trams  plying  between  this  town  and  Kidder¬ 
minster.  Although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  trace  with 
certainty  any  cases  to  this  source,  I  think  it  is  in  the  highest 
degree  dangerous  to  allow  patients  directly  discharged  from 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  to  enter  the  trams  and  mix 
with  other  people  inso  confined  a  space  as  is  very  generally  done , 

(5) .  Return  Cases.  In  3  or  4  cases  I  believe  patients 
returning  from  hospital  infected  other  members  of  the 
family.  These  cases  appear  to  be  inevitable,  the  usual 
percentage  is  4  per  cent.,  but  when  a  hospital  is  crowded, 
as  has  been  the  case  at  Kidderminster,  the  percentage  rises. 
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To  lessen  the  spread  of.  Epidemic  disease  I  advise  : 

(1)  That  the  co-operation  of  the  School  Managers  be 
asked  and 

(a)  The  School  Managers  be  informed  of  every  case  of 
infectious  disease  occurring  among  the  scholars. 

(b)  The  School  Managers,  during  an  epidemic  of 
infectious  disease,  inform  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  all 
absentee  scholars  so  that  enquiries  might  be  made. 

(c)  That  the  Sanitary  Authority  notify  the  School 
Managers  when  it  is  considered  safe  for  an  infected  family 
to  return  to  school. 

The  printing  of  the  necessary  forms  would  cost  less  than  the 
cost  of  treating  one  patient  in  hospital,  and  would  mutually 
benefit  the  School  Managers  and  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

(2) .  That  all  cases  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  be  rigorously  dealt  with. 

(3) .  That  an  efficient  disinfector  be  provided  'for  the 
disinfection  of  bedding,  or  that  arrangements  be  made  for 
the  use  of  the  Kidderminster  disinfector.  Also  that  the 
corrosive  sublimate  for  disinfection  be  distributed  in  solid 
instead  of  liquid  form.  This  powerful  and  reliable  disinfect¬ 
ant  is  unfortunately  very  poisonous,  hitherto  it  has  been 
dispensed  in  pint  and  half-pint  wine  bottles,  a  form  of 
distribution  attended  with  considerable  risk. 

I  would  also  suggest  the  use  of  one  of  the  coal  tar 
disinfectants  in  cases  unsuited  for  corrosive  sublimate. 

(4) .  That  the  attention  of  the  Directors  of  the  Kidder¬ 
minster  and  Stourport  Electric  Tramways  Co.  be  called  to 
the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and  that  they  be  urged  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  the  protection  of  their  passengers. 

(5) .  That  the  hospital  authority  be  asked  to  notify  the 
discharge  of  patients  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  so 
that  he  may  take  steps  to  prevent,  so  far  as  is  possible,  the 
mixing  of  the  patients  with  other  members  of  the  family  for 
some  time. 
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In  the  suspected  “  return  cases,”  except  by  providing  a 
separate  bed  no  effort  was  made  to  keep  the  children  apart, 
the  patient  was  allowed  to  return  directly  into  family  life. 

The  epidemic  has  cost  in  hospital  treatment  alone  over 
£1000,  equal  to  a  rate  of  is.  gd.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the 
advantages  obtained  are  equivalent  to  this  heavy  expenditure 
and  for  the  future  it  has  been  decided  only  to  send  very 
exceptional  cases.  Only  one  death  occurred  and  that  in 
hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation.  The  arrangement 
with  Kidderminster  Corporation  for  treating  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Small  Pox  in  their  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
continues  in  force.  89  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated 
in  hospital  during  the  year  with  one  death. 

Systematic  Inspection. — The  inspection  of  infected  premises 
during  the  Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic  has  interfered  with 
systematic  inspection. 

Dairies^  Cowsheds  and  Miltz  Shops. — In  igoo  bye-laws 
modelled  on  those  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
were  adopted,  but  so  far  have  not  been  enforced.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  hopes  to  visit  and  report  on  these  places  in 
igoq. 

Slaughter  Houses.  —  1  he  butchers  of  the  district  have 
been  asked  whether  they  would  use  a  Public  Abbatoir  if 
erected,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  majority  answered  in  the 
negative. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  is 
no  power  to  compel  the  use  of  a  public  slaughter  house,  or  to 
close  the  present  slaughter  houses,  even  though,  as  in  the  case 
with  the  majority  of  these  places  in  the  district,  they  are  so 
close  to  dwelling  houses  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance. 

Batze  Houses. — The  majority  are  not  kept  as  clean  and 
tidy  as  they  ought  to  be,  one  or  two  are  structurally  defective. 

Factory  and  Wortzshops  Act. — Owing  to  the  large  amount 
of  work  entailed  by  the  Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic  and  the 


change  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

The  offices  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Tax  Collector  are 
no  longer  held  by  the  same  man.  Mr.  Jefferies  resigned  both 
offices,  and  on  the  first  of  October  Mr.  G.  J.  Edmundson 
entered  on  the  duties  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere  this  change  has  retarded  certain 
sanitary  work. 

Kidderminster  Sewage  Farm. — The  very  serious  nuisance 
caused  by  the  stench  from  this  farm,  where  raw  sewage  is 
deposited  on  land  close  to  this  district  has  not  been  so 
pronounced  this  year  as  heretofore,  but  the  nuisance  continues 
unabated. 

Sewage  and  Dramage. — The  present  condition  is  practically 
the  same  as  when  the  County  Medical  Officer  reported  to  the 
County  Council  in  1893. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have,  however,  sanctioned 
a  loan  for  the  purchase  of  land,  and  plans  of  the  proposed 
sewage  scheme  are  now  under  their  consideration. 

The  present  sewers  are  chiefly  brick  culverts,  large  and 
leaky,  without  manholes  or  inspection  chambers ;  are 
inadequately  ventilated,  and  discharge  crude  sewage  into  the 
rivers.  There  are  no  sewers  in  Newtown,  where  leaky  cesspits 
within  20  or  30  yards  of  the  houses  receive  the  sewage  and 
rainwater.  In  wet  weather  these  cesspits  are  liable  to  overflow, 
and  at  all  times  the  pumping  of  their  contents  on  to  the  soil  near 
the  houses  is  an  intolerable  nuisance.  This  pumping  usually 
only  takes  place  when  the  soil  is  already  sodden  and  unfit  to 
absorb  the  stinking  liquid  which  is  put  upon  it. 

House  drains  generally  are  neither  intercepted  or 
ventilated. 

Sanitary  Work. — Since  his  appointment  on  October  ist, 
until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that 
he  visited  177  houses  and  of  these  only  2  were  apparently  in  a 
-satisfactory  condition.  I  inspected  some  work  being  done 
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in  Parkes  Alley,  and  found  a  water  main  running  through  a 
small  cesspit  which  received  the  sewage  from  2  houses, 
including  that  from  two  water  closets.  It  is  fairly  obvious 
therefore  that  the  standard  of  sanitary  work  is  not  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  bye-law  by  which  the  inspection  of  testing 
of  drains  new  or  old  can  be  enforced,  nor  do  the  sanitary 
authority  possess  any  drain  testers.  True,  they  do  possess 
one  4-in.  and  one  6-in.  plug,  but  the  late  Sanitary  Inspector 
informed  me  that  they  were  only  used  on  one  occasion  before 
March  last,  that  on  that  occasion  the  drain  broke  down  under 
the  test,  and  that  though  the  weak  places  were  strengthened 
the  test  was  not  re-applied. 

A  satisfactory  apparatus  for  testing  drains  by  smoke,  and 
the  necessary  number  of  plugs  for  testing  by  water,  are  urgently 
needed. 

Exc7ement  Disposal. — The  privy  midden  system  still 
prevails,  though  probably  about  50  water  closets  exist,  which 
empty  directly  or  indirectly  into  the  sewers.  This  disgusting 
method  of  excrement  disposal  cannot  but  be  a  nuisance, 
especially  in  hot  weather,  and  complaints  are  frequently 
received  from  the  householders  along  the  line  of  route  to  the 
farm  where  the  soil  is  deposited. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse. — This  is  regularly  and 
systematically  removed  by  the  servants  of  the  Council.  The 
ashpits  are  built  of  porous  brick,  which  in  time  become 
permeated  by  putrefactive  gases,  and  as  offensive  as  their 
contents.  They  are  usually  far  too  large,  too  near  the  houses, 
and  too  infrequently  emptied.  The  retention  of  decaying 
animal  and  vegetable  matter,  often  within  a  few  feet  of  houses 
or  public  ways,  is  not  merely  a  nuisance,  but  constitutes  a 
distinct  danger  to  the  public.  I  am  convinced  that  it  is 
responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  sickness.  Properly  covered 
ash  bins  of  galvanised  iron,  which  will  hold  the  refuse  of  a 
week,  are  the  only  satisfactory  receptacles  in  an  urban  district, 
and  the  contents  should  be  only  removed  between  the  hours 
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of  6  to  9  in  the  summer,  and  7  to  10  in  the  winter.  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  refuse  is  still  being  deposited  on  Hartlebury 
Common,  and  it  is  hard  to  understand  why  neither  the 
Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  (the  owners)  nor  the  Droitwich 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority  take  no  steps  to  prevent  this 
beautiful  Common  being  used  as  a  dumping  ground  for  the 
factory  and  house  refuse  of  Stourport. 

Cesspools  receiving  sewage  from  water  closets  may  be 
emptied  by  the  servants  of  the  Council  but  no  others,  surely 
a  somewhat  invidious  distinction.  There  are  ratepayers  who 
consider  it  unfair  that  they  should  have  to  pay  for  emptying 
a  neighbour’s  cesspool  once  a  month  and  be  debarred  from 
having  theirs  emptied  once  a  year. 

Water  Supply. — The  chief  water  supply  of  the  district  is 
received  from  the  works  of  the  Kidderminster  Corporation,  and 
is  remarkably  good. 

But  it  is  proposed  to  sink  a  new  well,  and  according  to 
report  the  engineers  called  in  by  the  Corporation  decline  to 
take  any  responsibility  in  the  matter  of  the  site,  expressing 
their  opinion  that  subsoil  water  in  large  quantities  would  be 
met  with,  and  that  there  was  pollution  in  close  proximity  to  the 
well. 

One  well  has  been  closed  as  polluted  during  the  year. 
718  houses  are  supplied  with  town  water  and  297  supplied  by 
wells,  most  of  which  are  liable  to  contamination. 

House  Accommodation. — The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
is  1015  ;  four  new  ones  have  been  built.  There  is, 
unfortunately,  still  a  great  deal  of  house  property  in  Stourport 
of  the  back-to-back  type,  or  houses  without  back  door  or 
windows.  In  such  houses  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  proper 
supply  of  sunshine  and  fresh  air,  and  every  effort  should  be 
made  to  close  or  improve  them.  Such  houses  exist  in  Parkes 
Passage,  Swan  Passage,  Lickhill  Road,  New  Street,  Bridge 
Street,  High  Street,  Lombard  Street,  Foundry  Street,  Raven 
Street,  Engine  Lane,  Mart  Lane,  Mitton,  Gilgal,  Severn  Road, 
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Lion  Hill,  Sion  Gardens,  Stour  Lane,  York  Street,  and  Upper 
Mitton — in  fact  all  over  the  district.  The  surroundings  are 
generally  damp,  dirty  and  ill-paved — the  houses  themselves 
in  poor  repair.  The  back  premises  of  many  of  the  shops  in 
High  Street,  Bridge  Street,  York  Street  and  Lombard  Street 
are  cramped  and  dark. 

The  new  houses  erected  do  not  meet  with  my  approval, 
but  though  I  have  on  several  occasions  asked  to  see  the 
plans  before  they  are  passed  by  the  Council,  permission  has 
each  time  been  refused. 

I  particularly  object  to  privy  middens  and  ashpits  of 
brick  being  built  so  near  as  they  are  to  the  houses. 

Cesspools  constructed  in  honey-comb  brickwork  are  still 
being  built  near  to  houses,  though  it  is  contrary  to  the  bye-laws 
and  must  be  exceedingly  dangerous  in  our  porous  soil, 
especially  as  there  is  no  cement  concrete  used  as  a  rule  under 
the  cellars  and  ground  floors. 

I  append  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  on  houses 
recently  erected: — 

Cesspool  taking  the  drainage  of  4  houses,  constructed  in 
honey-comb  brickwork  with  sand  bottom,  ventilated  by  3  inch 
iron  piping,  covered  with  a  stone  slab  which  is  covered  with 
earth. 

The  inspection  chamber  9  inches  square,  covered  with  a 
perforated  grating.  The  privy  cesspits  and  ashpits  are 
constructed  in  4J  inch  brickwork  in  mortar,  the  ashpits  formed 
by  separating  a  part  of  the  privy  with  deal  planking.  The 
ventilating  shafts  from  the  privy  cesspits  are  15  feet  from 
bedroom  windows  and  about  the  same  level.  The  down  spouts 
discharge  close  to  the  walls  and  on  to  open  jointed  paving. 

The  channels  taking  the  sink  water  are  not  constructed  in 
a  water-tight,  manner  and  would  allow  sewage  to  percolate 
into  the  walls  of  the  house  as  well  as  the  adjoining  subsoil. 

Beneath  the  floor  of  one  kitchen  -  which  contains  the 
only  cooking  range — is  a  large  tank  for  the  storage  of  soft 
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water.  The  overflow  has  been  fixed  at  the  same  level  as  the 
kitchen  floor,  and  the  upper  portion  of  the  sides  of  the  tank  is 
not  watertight.  The  joints  of  the  down  spouts  have  not  been 
caulked,  and  the  down  spouts  themselves  have  been  insecurely 
fixed. 

Streets.  In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  called  your  attention 
to  the  condition  of  Vernon  Road,  Tan  Lane,  and  Lodge  Road. 
Lodge  Road  has  been  properly  made,  curbed,  channelled, 
and  drained. 

Tan  Lane  and  Vernon  Road  are  still  in  bad  condition, 
especially  in  wet  weather.  The  managers  of  the  Infant 
Schools  have  written  to  the  Council  on  this  subject.  In  wet 
weather  the  mud  and  puddles  through  which  the  infants  have 
to  get  to  school  preclude  all  possibility  of  them  getting  there 
with  dry  shoes,  and  to  have  to  sit  with  damp  feet  through  school 
time  must  be  prejudicial  to  health. 

The  level  crossing  at  the  Railway  Station  is  still  a  source 
of  danger  and  delay  to  the  public,  especially  to  the  workpeople 
of  Newtown  hurrying  to  and  from  the  factories. 

The  Mortuary  is  still  insufficiently  equipped. 

River  PolliLtion  continues  unabated. 

Bye-laws.,  modelled  on  those  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  have  been  discussed  but  not  adopted,  though  the 
motion  for  their  adoption  was  only  lost  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Chairm.an.  Until  modern  bye-laws  have  been  adopted 
the  sanitary  work  done  in  the  district  is  likely  to  continue 
unsatisfactory. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  S.  ROBINSON, 


13th  April,  1904. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 
at  subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

All 

ages 

2 

Under 
I  year. 

3 

I  and 
under 

5 

4 

5  and 
under 

15 

5 

15  and 
under 

25 

6 

25  and 
under 

65 

7 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Mem- 

I 

braneous  Croup  ... 

I 

Diarrhoea 

I 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

1 

Phthisis 

I 

Other  Tubercular 

I 

I 

Diseases  ... 

4 

I 

I 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant 

Disease 

7 

I 

4 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

I 

I 

Pneumonia  ... 

2 

2 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

3 

3 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

Diseases  and  Acci- 

dents  of  partm  ition 

2 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

3 

I 

2 

I 

Accidents 

3 

2 

Suicides 

0 

0 

2 

0 

All  other-causes 

17 

2 

I 

5 

7 

All  causes... 

55 

8 

4 

6 

I 

24 

12 

Table  i.— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1903  and  previous  Years 

STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  A. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1903. 

Stourport  Urban  District. 

Area  in  Acres,  1,165  Population  (1891)  4,865. 

(1901)  4,529. 

Decrease  (1891-1901)  336. 

Estimated  Population  (1903)  4,486^ 

Name  of  Medical  Ojfcer  of  Healdh  : — E.  S.  Robinson. 


Mortality  per  1,000  of  Population  living  duidng  the  same  period. 
Birth  Rate,  26  9.  Nett  Death  Rate  i2’2. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  "89. 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  66. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  •2. 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  it. 

Small  Pox  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  — 

Scarlatina  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ’2. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  Death  Rate  — 

Whooping  Cough  Death  Rate  ...  ...  '2. 

Fever  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  -2. 

Diarrhoea  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ‘2. 

Enteritis  Death  Rate  ...  ..  ...  — 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  Death  Rate  ...  1-5. 


Cases 

Deaths 


Hospital  Cases 
,,  Deaths 

✓ 

Diseases  prevalent  Period  Schools  closed. 

Scarlet  Fever  All  the  year.  Yes. 

Printed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

C.  HUGH  WATSON. 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 
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